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difficulties of a political nature with the representatives
of the people.

In Brunswick1 the constitution was made in 1832,
. k and requires for amendment a vote of two
^t^^pop!, thirds of all the members of the Landesver-
400,773.) sammlung. The nominal head of the state
is the hereditary Duke, but the present possessor of
the crown is not the actual ruler of the country. The
late Duke was the last member of his branch of the
family, and the next heir, the Duke of Cumberland,
son of the King of Hanover, refused to acquiesce in
the annexation of that kingdom by Prussia. Now the
government of Brunswick by a prince hostile to Prussia,
and out of sympathy with the political organization of
Germany, would have produced constant friction; and
therefore an amendment to the constitution was adopted
in 1879, providing for a regency on the death of the
reigning Duke. When this happened in 1884 Prince
Albert, a member of the Prussian royal house, was
chosen Regent, and exercises the ducal powers.

The Landesversammlung is elected for four years,
and must be called together twice as often.2 Its com-
position is singularly complicated. It contains forty-
six members, of whom ten are chosen by the cities,
twelve by the rural communes, three by the clergy of
the Evangelical church, and twenty-one by various
classes of tax-payers. The powers of the body are no
less complex than its organization. Statutes which

1  Otto, Braunschweig, in Marquardsen.

2  Until the amendment of March 26, 1888, it was elected to six
years, one half being renewed every three years.